No. 250. November 14, 1710
happened to me since the change of sex which you now see, I shall take some other opportunity ^o.relate. In the meantime I shall only repeat two adventures, as being very extraordinary, and neither of them having ever happened to me above once in my life. The first was, my being in a poet's pocket, who was so taken with the brightness and novelty of my appearance, that it gave occasion to the finest burlesque poem in the British language, entitled from me/ The Splendid Shilling.'1 The second adventure, which I must not omit, happened to me in the year 1703, when I was given away in charity to a blind man; but indeed this was by a mistake, the person who gave me having heedlessly thrown me into the hat among a pennyworth of farthings."
No.   2<CO.                                       [ADDISON.
From Saturday, Nov. n, to Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1710.
Scis etenim. jiistum gemina suspendere lance
Ancipitis libra?.-------
PERS., Sat. iv. 10,
From my own Apartment, Nov. 13.
I last winter erected a Court of Justice for the correcting of several   enormities  in   dress  and   behaviour, which  are not cognisable  in any  other courts  of this realm.    The vintner's case2 which I there tried is still fresh in every man's memory.    That of the petticoat3
1   By John  Philips  (1676-1709),  the  author of "Cyder."    The "Splendid Shilling" was published in  1705, after two unauthorised versions had appeared.    Written in imitation of Milton, it describes, in mock-heroic strains, the miseries of a debtor in want of a shilling to buy food, clothes, wine, or tobacco.
2   See No. 132.                                                  3 See No. 116.
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